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PHILOSOPHY 390 A01  
201701   CRN 22423 

PHILOSOPHY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Dr. Cindy Holder Office Hours:  Wed 11:30 am-1 pm 
Cle B322 or by appoinmtent 
Email: clholder@uvic.ca 

Course Description  
This is an upper-level course in the philosophy of international law.  The principal goal is 
to give you an overview of the central philosophical issues that arise in the generation, 
operation and application of international law. The course readings focus on: the sources 
and structure of international legal requirements; how international law differs from 
national law; and theories of human rights.   

This course is reading-intensive and it requires a good deal of writing as well. It is 
very important that you keep up with the readings as we go along.  The ideal is to do the 
readings before the class in which they are covered.  

Evaluation 
Quizzes (4 total: #1@ 5%, #2, #3,#4@10%) 35% 
Case Study Summary  15% 
Annotated Bibliography 15% 
10-12 page paper 35% 
Late assignments will be penalized in the amount of 5% for each 24 hours they are 
late to a maximum of 30%. 

100-90 = A+, 85-89 = A, 80-84 = A-, 77-79 = B, 73-76 = B, 70-72 = B-, 65-69 = C+,
60-64 = C, 50-59 = D, 0-49 = F

About the Quizzes: Quiz#1 will be completed in-class.  Quizzes #2, #3, and #4 will be 
take-home assignments.  No make-up quizzes will be permitted for Quiz #1.  If you 
are unable to complete Quiz #1 as scheduled because of a documented accident, illness 
or affliction, the weight of Quiz #1 will be distributed over the other three quizzes. 

About the Case Study Summary: For this assignment you must write a brief (3-5 pages) 
background summary of one of the case studies covered in the “Case Studies” section 
of the course outline. 

About the Annotated Bibliography: For this assignment you must provide an annotated 
bibliography on your 10-12 page paper topic.  The bibliography must include at least 6 
sources that are not on the course outline. 

About the 10-12 page paper: The 10-12 page paper is not open-ended. You will be 
required to relate at least one (1) reading from the course outline to a case study. This 
case study may be the one that you use for your Case Study Summary but it does not 
have to be.   
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Texts 
• Samantha Besson and John Tasioulas, eds. The Philosophy of International Law 

(Oxford University Press: 2010) 
• Allen Buchanan, The Heart of Human Rights (Oxford University Press: 2013) 
• Coursepack  

 
The books for this course are available at the university bookstore.   
 
Schedule 
The following is the anticipated schedule.  Dates and reading assignments may change 
over the course of the 
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United Nations. Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right of indigenous peoples, 
James Anaya, addendum: the situation of indigenous peoples in Canada, U.N. Doc 


